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Please note: There will not be a Wednesday Reader next week, Wednesday, February 15, as I will be traveling to the 
Western Business Education Association conference. 
 

Belt High School Business Educator & Student Featured in National Publication 

Belt High School business teacher and Belt DECA chapter advisor Mr. Keith Hoyer and one of Belt High School’s seniors, 
are featured in the February edition of the Quaglia Institute for Student Aspirations newsletter Aspirations in Action. 

 
Their contributions to this month's newsletter can be read in "An Educator Speaks Out" and "Student Voice." A copy of the 

newsletter can be downloaded at http://www.qisa.org/admin/newsletterView?id=3957. Please feel free to pass this 

newsletter along either electronically or in hard copy. 
 

The Quaglia Institute for Student Aspirations is an independent, nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting and putting 
into practice the conditions that foster student aspirations in schools and learning communities around the world. To learn 

more about the Quaglia Institute for Student Aspirations please visit www.qisa.org. 

 
Congratulations Keith and Danielle. 

 

H&R Block Offering Grants to get the Virtual Business-Personal Finance Software into Schools for Free 

H&R Block, through its Dollars and Sense program, is offering over 200 grants to help schools get Virtual Business–
Personal Finance. Virtual Business–Personal Finance is the leading simulation-based financial literacy curriculum in the 

U.S., with over 3000 schools currently using the program. It allows students to learn and practice 18 money management 
skills in an environment that mimics real life. The simulation comes with lesson plans and study materials, so grant 

recipients have everything they need to teach a personal finance course. 

 
Curriculum grants are available to high school teachers nationwide. The application process is easy and takes less than ten 

minutes. Grant applications are due by February 29, 2012. Recipients will be announced on the H&R Block Dollars & Sense 
website between March 1 and April 17, 2012. Grants will be delivered in May 2012. 

 

Click here to request a grant: http://www.hrbds.com/curriculum-grants/apply.html 
 

This is a great opportunity to get Virtual Business–Personal Finance for your school and ensure your students learn the 
money management skills they’ll need in life. The H&R Block Dollars & Sense program has awarded more than $2.5 million 

in curriculum grants and scholarships to high schools and students across the country. 
 

Knowledge Matters Inc. is a leading developer and publisher of educational software, including Virtual Business®–Personal 

Finance. Knowledge Matters products have been used by more than 1 million students worldwide. For more information, 
please visit http://www.knowledgematters.com/products/vbpf  

 

Montana University System to Seek Input on Renaming of Colleges of Technology—Online Survey will 
Provide Regents with Public Feedback on Historic Initiative 

The Montana University System (MUS) is seeking input from the public about the new names of Montana’s five Colleges of 
Technology. Through the College!NOW initiative funded through the Lumina Foundation, MUS will be changing the names 

and brands of Montana’s Colleges of Technology. The Board of Regents will make a decision at their March 1-2 meeting in 

Dillon on the new names. The name changes will not impact either Montana’s community colleges or tribal colleges. 
 

Through a series of listening sessions, student surveys, a branding summit in December, and community focus groups, the 
Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education (OCHE) has conducted opinion research and sought input from students, 

faculty, staff, administrators, employers, and local officials about the renaming of these institutions. 

 
Commissioner of Higher Education, Clayton Christian, said “This is an historic initiative, with lasting positive impacts for 

local communities all over the state. It is our desire as Montana’s public university system, to receive as much feedback 
and input as we can, prior to making a recommendation to the Board of Regents.” 
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All five of Montana’s Colleges of Technology will be expanding their programming to include the comprehensive two-year 

mission, which will include: 
 

 • expanded workforce development programs 

 • adult friendly programming, 
 • full university transfer opportunities, 

 • lifelong learning opportunities for their community, and 

 • community development. 
 

John Cech, Deputy Commissioner for Two-Year and Community College Education stated the Commissioner’s office is 

currently accepting input on the new names that will be used to identify each of the current Colleges of Technology. Cech 
said the new naming framework will include elements descriptive of mission, place, and university affiliation. 

 
“Mission expansion is the driving force behind the renaming of our Colleges of Technology in Montana. Through the 

College!NOW imitative, our objective is to make two-year higher education in Montana better coordinated, better 

understood, and as a result, better utilized statewide,” said Cech. “The new names are just one of the many tactics we will 
deploy to make that vision a reality for students and families all over the state.” 

 
Members of the public can complete an on-line survey which can be accessed at the http://montanacollegenow.com/ 

website. This survey is part of a research study, conducted by a 3rd party research firm, Strategies 360 Montana. Cech 

said all responses in this survey will be collected anonymously and confidentially. Any information provided in this survey 
will be used for research purposes only. The survey is open through Wednesday, February 15. 

 

Time to Participate in the 2011-2012 Participation Reports & Course Descriptions Submission 

The 2011-2012 Career and Technical Education (CTE) Student Participation Reports (formerly called the Enrollment 
Reports) are now available for completion via an online link, like last year. 

 
The link is posted on the Secondary CTE web page and also located here:  

 

http://www.keysurvey.com/survey/345142/1aa5/ 
 

Any high school district planning to apply for Carl D. Perkins and/or State VoEd funding for the 2012-13 school year must 
submit Participation Reports by all CTE teachers for all CTE programs at your high school. Please make sure that each CTE 

teacher completes their report and electronically submits it to the OPI by the due date: Wednesday, February 29, 

2012. 
 

The data collected from these Participation Reports is used for Carl D. Perkins accountability reporting and factors that 
determine the State VoEd allocation. Therefore, it is imperative that the information submitted on these reports is 

complete and accurate. Incomplete, missing, or inaccurate data will affect your district's FY12 State VoEd/Perkins 

allocations. 
 

For more information or assistance with this on-line report, please contact Diana Fiedler, Accountability Specialist, at 
406.444.9019 or by e-mail at: dfiedler@mt.gov. 

 

FEFE 2012 National Training Grants Due Next Week 

Grant applications are now available for the 2012 Family Economics & Financial Education (FEFE) National Training. The 
FEFE 2012 Empowering Future Generations National Educator Training will take place June 25-28 at the Omni Tucson 

National Resort. Grant applications and application details are available on the FEFE website (www.fefe.arizona.edu) at 

fefe.arizona.edu/pro-dev/training/national-training/grants. 
 

Thank you to Take Charge America, Inc. for once again generously providing financial support so that FEFE can offer 

educators training with greatly subsidized registration fees as well as staff support to provide ready-to-teach, free-of-
charge curriculum for the 2012 National Training. 
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The 2012 Grant (Valued at $1,100) Includes: 

 • Curriculum valued at $550 

  ○ “Take Charge of Your Finances” semester curriculum 

  ○ “Get Ready to Take Charge” lessons 

  ○ Best Practices binder 

 • Training registration fee valued at $550, which covers 

  ○ Meals - All breakfasts, lunches, breaks and one dinner  

  ○ Lodging - 4 nights (Sunday, June 24, 2012 – Wednesday, June 27, 2012) in a shared 

room with one individual. Single rooms available for a fee 

 

 

Expenses not included in the grant which participants may incur include: 

 • Single lodging rooms available for a fee  

 • Lodging for additional nights  

 • Some dinners  

 • Travel expenses  

 

All additional expenses vary depending upon the individual arrangements made. 

 
Eligibility 

Classroom educators who actively teach or will be teaching junior high or high school financial education are eligible to 

apply. Priority will be given to those who have not previously received a grant to attend the National Training.  
 

All 2012 Empowering Future Generations National Educator Training grant applications must be submitted electronically by 
5:00 p.m. Mountain Standard Time on February 17, 2012. 

 

Next Friday is the Deadline to Register for the 17th Annual Montana Economics Challenge 

The Helena Branch of the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis and the Montana Council on Economic Education (MCEE) 
are pleased to announce the 17th Annual Montana Economics Challenge. The 2012 Montana Economics Challenge will be 

held Monday, March 5 in Helena at the Best Western Great Northern Hotel. 

 
The Federal Reserve Bank invites Montana high school teachers of social studies, government, economics, business, and 

enrichment programs to assemble teams of students to compete in a challenging array of tests covering economic 
concepts, issues and reasoning. 

 

The purpose of the Economics Challenge is to increase students' exposure to and interest in economics in an entertaining 
atmosphere. The Economics Challenge began in 1988 as a product of the Minnesota Council on Economic Education. The 

Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis became involved in 1992 when it sponsored a playoff round for the winning schools 
from the state’s various regional centers for economic education. The Helena Branch participated for the first time in 1996 

when, along with the MCEE, it held the first Economics Challenge in Montana. 
 

Teams are comprised of their coach and up to a maximum of four students, who compete individually and as a team. 

Essentially, each participant takes a 15-question, multiple-choice test in each of the following three areas: Microeconomics, 
Macroeconomics and International Trade and Economics. To determine team scores, the top three individuals’ scores in 

each category are combined. The top two teams after the first three rounds will compete against each other in a buzzer 
round on Current Events to determine the final winner. Awards for top scores are given to individuals and to teams. Please 

keep in mind that each school may have more than one team and that it’s not necessary for a school to offer a general 

economics class to compete in the Challenge. 
 

The Federal Reserve Bank will cover costs associated with the Montana Challenge, including refreshments, breakfast, the 
luncheon, awards, and test facilitation. The Montana Bankers Association will cover lodging expenses on Sunday, March 4 

for teams who wish to travel to Helena the day before the Challenge and the MCEE will cover costs for a substitute teacher 
on March 5. There will not be a regional competition for 2012 but instead a semi-final round which will be a proctored 

exam taken at the state champion’s school. The National Economics Challenge will be held in New York on Sunday, May 

20. 
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Registration for the 2012 Montana Economics Challenge ends February 17. Additional details, including registration 

information, will be available on the Montana Council on Economic Education website (www.econedmontana.edu) and can 
be obtained by contacting Rhonda Krieger at the Federal Reserves’ Helena Branch at 800.823.4233, ext. 73864 or at 

Helena.MTChallenge@mpls.frb.org. 
 

Let Your Students’ Financial Skills Shine with the National Financial Capability Challenge 

High school teachers are encouraged to sign up for the National Financial Capability Challenge. Sponsored annually by the 

U.S. Department of the Treasury and the U.S. Department of Education, the Challenge is a free, online series of financial 

questions for high school students to test their knowledge of earning, spending, saving, borrowing, risk protection, and 
more. 

 
Teachers who sign up now will receive tools and resources to help prepare students for the Challenge and for future 

financial success. The top two (2) scorers at each school, plus all students scoring in the top 20%, will receive National 
Financial Capability Challenge Award certificates. All participating educators will receive an official certificate as well.  

 

For more information and to register click to challenge.treas.gov. The Challenge will run from March 12 through April 13, 
2012. 

 

Submitting Big Sky Pathways & Postsecondary Coordinator Point of Contacts Information 

This year, the necessary documents/materials needed for Big Sky Pathway/Gap Analysis review and approval are to be 
submitted electronically to each postsecondary partner’s Big Sky Pathway Point of Contact. Below is the listing of the 

contact person and email address for each partnering postsecondary institution. 

 

Postsecondary Partner Big Sky Pathway Coordinator E-mail Address 
Dawson Community College Jim Cargill, DCC President jcargill@dawson.edu 

Flathead Valley Community College Jeremy Fritz jfritz@fvcc.edu 
Fort Peck Community College Craig Smith csmith@fpcc.edu 

Gallatin College Programs Nicole Berg nicole.berg@montana.edu 
Miles Community College Shelly Weight weights@milescc.edu 

MSU-Billings COT Tammi Miller tmiller@msubillings.edu 

MSU-Great Falls COT Heidi Pasek hpasek@msugf.edu 
MSU-Northern Larry Strizich strizich@msun.edu 

Montana Tech COT Denise Peterson‐Elakovich delakovich@mtech.edu 

UM-Helena COT Jennifer Shade jennifer.schade@umhelena.edu 
UM-Missoula COT Kevin Brockbank Kevin.Brockbank2@mso.umt.edu 

 

When preparing to submit this year’s work for approval, please be sure to have the following three (3) items completed: 

 

 ● The completed Pathway Template if developing a new Pathway or revising/updating your approved Pathway from last 
year (if not developing a new or revising/updating last year’s Pathway, then you will just need to submit last year’s 

Pathway as-is) 

  – If developing a new Pathway or revising the Pathway approved last year, please use the new Big Sky Pathways 
Proposal Templates which can be downloaded from the OPI website at 

http://opi.mt.gov/programs/CTAE/CTE.html#gpm1_3  
   

 ● The completed Gap Analysis spreadsheet with the data for the High School and Postsecondary courses 

  Remember: Gap Analysis spreadsheets must include the combined Postsecondary Gap Analysis data with your High 
School data 

   

 ● The 2012-2013 Completed Agreement Form 

  – The 2012-2013 Completed Agreement Form can be download from the OPI website at 
http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/CTE/BSP/12_13BSPApproval.pdf  

  – Remember, the Approval/Agreement Form for this year has been modified/updated from the form used last year so 
be sure to use the new form (dated October 2011) 
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On This Day in History . . . 

February 8 

1725: Peter the Great, who founded the new Russian capital of St. Petersburg and built Russia into a major European 

power, dies 
1943: Japanese troops evacuate Guadalcanal, leaving the island in Allied possession after a prolonged campaign; the 

American victory paved the way for other Allied wins in the Solomon Islands 
1975: Queen release their first hit single Killer Queen 

 

February 9 

1942: Congress pushes ahead standard time for the United States by one hour in each time zone, imposing daylight saving 

time—called at the time "war time" 

1960: The official groundbreaking ceremony is held for the Hollywood Walk of Fame with the first star dedicated to actress 
Joanne Woodward 

1971: Pitcher Leroy "Satchel" Paige becomes the first Negro League veteran to be nominated for the Baseball Hall of Fame 

1991: C & C Music Factory started a two week run at No. 1 on the U.S. singles chart with Gonna Make You Sweat 

 

February 10 

1763: The Seven Years' War, a global conflict known in America as the French and Indian War, ends with the signing of 
the Treaty of Paris by France, Great Britain, and Spain 

1972: Ziggy Stardust makes his debut at a concert at London's Toby Jug pub when rocker David Bowie became the 
spaceman Ziggy Stardust 

 

February 11 

1805: Sacagawea, the Shoshone Indian interpreter and guide to the Lewis and Clark expedition, gives birth to her first 

child, Jean Baptiste Charbonneau—nicknamed "Pomp" or "Pompey" by Clark 
1956: Elvis Presley appeared on American TV's 'Stage Show' and performed Heartbreak Hotel and Blue Suede Shoes 

1990: Nelson Mandela, leader of the movement to end South African apartheid, is released from prison after 27 years 

 

February 12 

1809: Abraham Lincoln is born in Hodgenville, Kentucky 

1912: Hsian-T'ung, the last emperor of China, is forced to abdicate following Sun Yat-sen's republican revolution and 

ending 267 years of Manchu rule in China and 2,000 years of imperial rule 
1994: Alice In Chains entered the U.S. album chart at No. 1 with Jar Of Flies 

 

February 13 

1633: Italian philosopher, astronomer and mathematician Galileo Galilei arrives in Rome to face charges of heresy for 

advocating Copernican theory, which holds that the Earth revolves around the Sun 

1920: The League of Nations, the international organization formed at the peace conference at Versailles in the wake of 
World War I, recognizes the perpetual neutrality of Switzerland 

1981: Pink Floyd's Dark Side of the Moon becomes the longest-running rock album on the Billboard albums chart having 
been there for 402 weeks 

2004: Led Zeppelin were awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award at this year's Grammys 

 

February 14 

1779: Captain James Cook, the great English explorer and navigator, is murdered by natives of Hawaii during his third visit 
to the Pacific island group 

1929: Penicillin is discovered by Sir Alexander Fleming after having left a plate of staphylococcus bacteria uncovered and 

noticed a mold had fallen on the culture and had killed many of the bacteria 
1977: The B-52's make their worldwide debut at a Valentine's Day house party in Athens, Georgia 

1987: Bon Jovi started a four week run at No. 1 on the U.S, singles chart with Livin' On A Prayer—go ahead and sing it, I 
know you’re halfway there . . .  

 

 

 
 



2012 State Leadership Conference Second Update Available on Montana BPA Website 

The Second Update for the Montana BPA State Leadership Conference was emailed to all Montana BPA chapter advisors on 

Wednesday, February 1. The Second Update can also be downloaded from the Advisor Manual page of the Montana BPA 
Website (http://www.bpamt.org/advisor_manual.html) or directly at 

www.bpamt.org/documents/advisor_manual/tab_5_communications/2012_state_leadership_conference_second_update.p
df. 

 

BPA Selected for President’s Volunteer Service Award 

We are proud to announce that Business Professionals of America has been selected and approved as an official Certifying 

Organization for the President's Volunteer Service Award (http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/). The President's 
Volunteer Service Award is a national award created from the White House. The President's Council on Service and Civic 

Participation (the Council) was established in 2003 to recognize the valuable contributions volunteers are making in our 
communities and encourage more people to serve. The Council created the President’s Volunteer Service Award program 

as a way to thank and honor Americans who, by their demonstrated commitment and example, inspire others to engage in 
volunteer service. The President’s Volunteer Service Award recognizes individuals, families, and groups that have achieved 

a certain standard–measured by the number of hours of service over a 12-month period or cumulative hours earned over 

the course of a lifetime. 
 

Business Professionals of America members are now eligible for this award and can be approved for it via Business 
Professionals of America as their Certifying Organization. Members can begin their pursuit of the award by tracking their 

volunteer hours online. The hours do not have to be only for volunteer work in support of BPA; they can be for a wide 

range of projects and service. However, it is important that BPA members use Business Professionals of America's Record 
of Service Key, FHF-51860, when identifying their Certifying Organization. BPA members who qualify for this prestigious 

award will be recognized with an official label pin, a certificate of achievement, and a congratulatory letter from the 
president. 

 
 President’s Volunteer Service Award Criteria  

  Kids 
Age 5-14 

Young Adults 
Age 15-25 

Adults 
Age 26+ Family & Groups  

 Bronze Level 50 to 74 hours 100 to 174 hours 100 to 249 hours 200 to 499 hours  

 Silver Level 75 to 99 hours 175 to 249 hours 250 to 499 hours 500 to 999 hours  

 Gold Level 100 hours or more 250 hours or more 500 hours or more 1000 hours or more  

 

BPA Announces Certiport Certification Lab Partnership for the 2012 NLC this Spring in Chicago 

Business Professionals of America in partnership with Certiport will be offer participants of the National Leadership 

Conference an opportunity to gain certifications in Microsoft Office Specialist and Microsoft Technology Associate during 

the 2012 National Leadership Conference. 
 

The Certification Lab will available April 25, 26, and 27 at the Hyatt Regency Downtown for registered members of the 
2012 National Leadership Conference. Participants must register online via the online conference registration system 

(www.registermychapter.com/bpamem). Registration will open online February 24, 2012 and close April 1, 2012. 

 
Participants may test in as many areas as available. Certification Exams will be offered for $5.00. 

 
The following certifications will be offered: 

 

Microsoft Office Specialist 2010  

 ● MOS 2010-Word Core 

 ● MOS 2010-Excel Core 

 ● MOS 2010-PowerPoint 
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Microsoft Technology Associate 

 ● MTA Networking Fundamentals 

 ● MTA Security Fundamentals 

 ● MTA Software Development Fundamentals 

 ● MTA Web Development Fundamentals 

 ● MTA HTML 5 Development Fundamentals 

 

The top participants will be recognized during the Awards Ceremony and the top 3 overall participants in Microsoft Word 

2010, Excel 2010 and PowerPoint 2010 will receive an automatic bid to Certiport’s 2012 Worldwide Competition on 
Microsoft Office to be held July 29-August 1 in Las Vegas, NV. Each participant advancing to the Worldwide Competition 

will receive a $500.00 travel stipend supported by BPA. 
 

Additional information on the Worldwide Competition to follow. 

 
For questions, please contact Amy Hollingsworth, Director of Strategic Initiatives, ahollingsworth@bpa.org. 

 

Montana BPA State Leadership Conference Dates to Note 

February 8 

• Deadline for Making Holiday Inn Reservations & Submitting Rooming Lists 

 Use booking code “BPA” to get the conference rate 

 

February 24 

• Silver Star Award Application Materials Postmarked to Eric Swenson, State Advisor 

• Last Day for Event Drops/Registration Changes 

 

February 27 

• Deadline for Making Billings Hotel Reservations & Submitting Rooming Lists 

 Use booking code “BPA12” to get the conference rate 

  

March 7 

• Competitive Event Schedules Finalized 

 

March 11-13 

• 2012 Montana BPA State Leadership Conference, Billings 

 

Do You Know a Judge? Do You Have an Interested SLC Chaperone? Molly is Looking for Judges 

Molly Barta is looking for judges. Our 2012 State Leadership Conference Judged Events Recruiter is now accepting names 
and contact information for individuals who would be interested in volunteering to judge for the State BPA conference. 

 
If you have names and emails of potential judges, please send them to Molly at bartam@billingsschools.org. 

 

Additionally, if you are bringing chaperones with your chapter to the state leadership conference, please let Molly know if 
they would be interested in judging as well. 

 

DECA Images Booth at the State Conference 

Don't forget we will be having a DECA Images Booth at the State Conference this year. 
 

Students will have the opportunity to purchase t-shirts, sweatshirts, PJ pants and various accessories. In addition, students 

can place orders for anything they see in the DECA Images Catalog. Montana DECA will earn 20% of all sales during this 
time. 

 
Make sure to check out the program for the times the booth will be open!! We will accept cash, checks and credit cards. 
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The State Conference is almost here! We look forward to seeing everyone this weekend! Good luck on competition 

preparation!! 
 

 

Past issues of the 2011-2012 school year’s Wednesday Reader are now archived on the Montana Business Education 
Association (MBEA) website at www.mbea.info. The Wednesday Readers are under the Newsletter section and listed most-
recent first. 
 

Eric Swenson 

Business Education Specialist 
Montana Office of Public Instruction 

PO Box 202501 

Helena, MT 59620-2501 
406.444.7991 

406.444.1373 (Fax) 
eswenson@mt.gov 
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